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We’re remembering with memorial covers some of the beloved celebrities — from iconic actors to popular 

musicians to legendary athletes to television pioneers to major media personalities — who sadly passed 

away in 2024.  Some of them may be familiar to you, others not so much, but all have made a historic 

contribution to the Black experience. 

 Actor who played boxer Apollo Creed in the first four Rocky films — the “Princess of Black Poetry” — the “Say Hey Kid” — a veteran of 

the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion — the voice of Darth Vader and Mufasa — quilt artist and author — actor known for his 

roles in The Phil Silvers Show, McCloud, and Battlestar Galactica — opera singer who starred in Porgy and Bess and Carmen Jones — 

the patriarch on Good Times — beloved Grammy-winning soul and gospel singer — first Black Navy SEAL — first Black man to win  a 

supporting actor Oscar — Tony-winning actor who starred in the original production of The Wiz — prolific character actor who appeared 

in The Bodyguard and Ghosts of Mississippi — a lawyer and congresswoman from Texas —  the first Black American model on the cover 

of GQ — “famous” cookie entrepreneur — original member of the Jackson 5 — legendary record producer, songwriter, and composer — 

acclaimed trailblazer in ballet and modern dance —  the “Man of Steal” — first Black CEO of a Fortune 500 company — a voice of Chic  
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